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CALENDAR - February 10-16 
 

Friday  
Sunrise Bible Study—Parlor …………….….6:30 a.m. 
Stewardship—Stafford ……………………..9:00 a.m. 
NA Home Group—Stafford Room …….….11:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday 

Suzuki—Auditorium ………………………..8:30 a.m. 
Worship—Chapel …………………………...6:00 p.m. 
 

Epiphany 6 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-37 
 

Worship—Nave …………………….…........ 7:45 a.m. 
Blood Pressures—Kitchen …………….…….8:30 a.m. 
Kyrie Bells—Balcony ……………………….8:30 a.m. 
Christian Formation…….. .……………….....9:00 a.m. 
Worship—Nave ...……….............................10:30 a.m. 
Matu—Chapel ……………………………....1:00 p.m. 
NA—Fellowship Hall.……………...…..……7:00 p.m. 
 

Monday       
Staff Meeting—Parlor ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
Dramability—Auditorium …………………..5:00 p.m. 
Gloria Bell—Balcony ………………..……...6:30 p.m. 
Council—Stafford Room ……………...…….7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday  
Book Group—Parlor ………………………...7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  
Day Care Staff Mtg.—Parlor ……………….5:30 a.m. 
Community Meal—Fellowship Hall ……......5:30 p.m. 
Sanctus Bells—Balcony …………………….6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday   
Grace Choir—Auditorium ………….…..…...7:15 p.m. 
Band Practice—Stafford Room ……………..8:30 p.m. 

Attendance  
  

Worship      31 / 40 / 118 = 189  
Sunday School    83  

To view monthly events go to our website    

www.gracelutheranchurch.com   
click on the calendar link at the top of the page. 

Like us on Facebook!  Grace Lutheran Church 

GreenAmerica.org 
Practice Clothing Consciousness 

 
Choose organic, natural-fiber clothing to keep pes-
ticides out of the environment.  

Look for alternative fabrics made from recycled 
content, such as fleece made from plastic bottles. 

Purchase clothing from Fair Trade businesses. 

Tell companies you won't support sweatshops. Tell 
companies that use sweatshop labor know that you 
will only purchase from businesses that don’t exploit 
workers. 
 
Buy used clothing. Not only is it less expensive, but 
it also saves raw materials and energy. 
 
Avoid dry cleaners; they use chemicals that can be 
dangerous to your health and the environment. Hand-
wash clothes at home, or turn to wet cleaners. 
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

After fighting what was largely a losing battle with my laptop all last year, my 
ability to communicate with you is getting back to normal.  There is so much news 
from 2016 to share with you – on both a personal & vocational level.  Rather than 
including everything in a single update, the focus of this first update of 2017 will 
be family news.   
 

For churches who were supporting us when we moved from Guatemala to Costa 
Rica in 2003 (yes, it has been 14 years now!), you may remember meeting or 
hearing about our youngest daughter Dilia.  She was a rising 5th grader at that 
time.  

 

In April 2016, she graduated from a local university here in San José with a degree in dental technology – a 
joyous occasion for our family.  Immediately, Dilia turned her attention to the task of finding employment 
related to her field of study.  After a 3-month search, she found a permanent, full-time job in a dental clinic.  
The pay isn’t great; nevertheless she feels pretty fortunate since many of her young adult peers here in Costa 
Rica with post-secondary degrees haven’t been able to find work in their chosen profession.  
 

As a family, we also celebrated a second “graduation” at the end of 2016.  Dilia’s six year-old son (our first 
grandchild) graduated from kindergarten in December and will enter 1st grade in February when the Costa Ri-
can school year begins.  
 

Dilia’s older sister, Meylee, shared some exciting news with us shortly before Thanksgiving.  She and her 
Costa Rican boyfriend have decided to get married.  So we are in the midst of making plans for another major 
family event here in March.  
 

Like many of you reading this update, Marta and I have aging parents who wish that we didn’t live so  
far away.  In recent years, we have been using our vacation time to make special trips to visit them.  Marta 
returned to Guatemala last spring for a 10-day visit with her parents; I was able to do the same with my mother 
who lives outside of Washington, DC & celebrated her 90th birthday in August.  
 

A final word about some health news.  As a family, we have managed to stay pretty healthy during our 14 
years in Costa Rica.   
 

My own good health suffered a temporary setback in mid-October when I underwent minor surgery for a her-
nia problem.  The operation went fine, but I had to stop working for a couple of weeks & cancel a number of 
visits to ELCA global mission companions in Central America that were planned for the last 3 months of 
2016.  Thankfully, the recovery process is coming to an end and I now have the doctor’s OK to pretty much 
resume all normal activities.  
 

Overall, 2016 was a good year for our family and we pray for God’s continuing goodness in 2017. May God’s 
abiding peace & presence will be with you and your family throughout the coming year as well.  
  

STEPHEN DEAL & MARTA GIRON, ELCA Missionaries, San José, Costa Rica  

New Year’s Greetings from Costa Rica 



Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast February 26 - 8:30 a.m. 

Join us on Sunday February 26 at 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall  
as we mark the beginning of the Lenten Season. 

 

Fun, food, fellowship, talent show, and a presentation by the Capital Campaign Team. 
 

Sausage and Pancakes with all your favorite toppings will be served! 
 

If you would like to share your special talent, please contact Vicki in the church office  
at 397-2748 or Vicki@gracelutheranchurch.com  

Stewardship Snippets 

February 11, 2017 (6th Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A) 
 
                             Deuteronomy 3:17 – I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so   
                             that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding   
                             fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the  
                             LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.   
 

                                                                                      We are saved by our faith through God’s grace, it’s true, and         
                                                                                      because of this we are set free to live fully, loving God with  
                                                                                      everything we have and loving neighbor as ourselves.  We  
                                                                                      choose life, choose God’s blessings, when we put Jesus at 
the center of our existence and let our faith inform everything we do. This is good stewardship of our lives! 

February 12, 2017, 1-6pm 

Bring your family or youth group and enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald's award-winning to-
boggan run, ice-skating on the lake (or other weather appropriate activities), or drinking hot 
chocolate in the lodge. 
 

Freewill offering accepted.  Please RSVP by reply email or call 717-677-8211. 
More Information - https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/wfd.php 

Winter Fun Day at Kirkenwald! 

Grace Church Book Group 

The Grace Book Group meets in the church parlor at 7:00 PM each month.  If you are not able to join in the dis-
cussions, the book group’s list will still provide you with some very good reading recommendations.   
 

On February 14 we will gather to discuss When Breath Becomes Air, by Dr. Paul Kalanithi.  At the age of 36,on 
the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul was diagnosed with stage IV lung 
cancer.  One day he was a doctor treating the dying; next he was a patient struggling to live.  And just like that the 
future he and his wife imagined evaporated. 
 

Next month: 
March 14 – Women of the Silk, by Gail Tsukiyama  (Donna Linton– discussion leader) 
 

Announcement of cancellations or postponements due to inclement weather will be sent to each regular participant 

of the group via email by 5:30 PM on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  If unsure about the status of the group’s dis-
cussion get-together any particular month, phone Sue Smith at 394-4787. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers For healing from illness or surgery this week:  Betty Jane Igou, George 

Ries, Pat Stewart, Judy Sweigart 
 

Grace folks who have asked for our continued prayers:  Sue Albertson, Gloria Ashby, Bonnie Beecher, 

Mary Bitts, Shirley Brady, John Byers, Dolores Byers, Ron Coyle, Jerri Crooms, Judy DeWitsky, Rose Fasig,  
Ruth Galebach, Harriet Good, Josephine Good, Jennie Hanna, George & Judy Hansalik, Dick Herr, Ellen Hines, 
Peggy Hull, Phyllis Jackson, Eleanor Kelley, Devin Krautsack, Chuck Long, Pat Long, Augusta Madenford, Betty 
Mahler, Jeremy Morant, Jim Morant, Barbara Music, Mike Ober, Eleanor Oxley, Myrna Pierson, Mark Powell, 
Jean Schuam, Catherine Schnader, Dave Schober, Jay Smoker, Lorraine Steele, Harvey Stewart, Pat Suter, Gene 
Tabbutt, Larry Tyger, Carolyn Wenger, Janet Wood 

Please Keep in Your Prayers ... 

Cards for Causes!  

WHERE ELSE can your money earn a guaranteed 5% return these days?   
 

Grocery cards are available by calling Duane and Kitty  Weiss at 464-2536. 

THANK YOU!  Through your contributions the Lancaster County Council of Churches 
Food Bank received over 425 pounds of groceries on January 24, 2017.  The large shopping 
cart located in the narthex was loaded twice and additional supplies left in the office were 
added.  The need is so great some items were removed from the donations by workers for 
distribution even before the load was transferred and weighed.  The cart remains in the nar-
thex to receive future food donations.  THANK YOU! 

Thank you for your food donations! 

Project Linus!  Helping Children in Need! 

The mission of Project Linus is to provide love, a sense of security, warmth and com-
fort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the 
gifts of handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer “Blanketeers.”  
It provides a rewarding and fun service opportunity for interested individuals and 
groups in local communities, for the benefit of children. 
 

We have made 18 fleece-tied blankets, with a Visa card from Thrivent Financial supplying funds for the fleece. 
Eight individuals helped with making them: Dianne Sherr, Joyce Loiseu, Faith Martin, Barbara Steinmetz, Mar-
ilyn Hoffman, Marylu Tyger, Pearl Sieber and myself. 
 

We now need a Project Action Team to get together to make more blankets for Lutheran World Relief. We 
have purchased the fleece with another Visa card from Thrivent. (Thrivent members are allowed two per year). 
OUR NEXT BLANKET WORK DAY IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 9:30 TO 2:00 in Fellowship Hall.  
 

We will have more dates to work on them, and some of them can be taken home if you are unable to attend. If 
we have bad weather, we will move the work party to March 2.  Please let me know if you can attend; that way I 
can be in touch with you if we cancel.  We have directions available today in the narthex and at the entrance to 
the Chapel. They are very easy to make, although two working together make the work easier.   
 

Barbara Slotter, 342-2654 or cell 300-0710 

 

tel:%28717%29%20677-8211

