
NEWSPAPER TREATMENT Published weekly except during July by GRACE LU-
THERAN CHURCH, 517 N. Queen Street, Lancaster, PA 
17603.  Vicki L. Mumma, Editor. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Lancaster, PA. Postmaster: Send address changes to 
GRACE NEWS, 517 N. Queen Street, Lancaster, PA 
17603. 

Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen P. Verkouw, Pastor 

The Rev. Nancy L. Weiss, Visitation Pastor 
Kathryn H. Verkouw, Program Director 

Angela Smith, Assistant Program Director 
Murray J. Foreman, Director of Music 

Kathryn H. Verkouw, Director of Bell Choirs 
Vicki L. Mumma, Parish Secretary 

Dennis L. Maharg, Sexton 
 

Church Office-397-2748 
www.GraceLutheranChurch.com 

 
 
 
  

CALENDAR - Feb. 16-22 
 

Friday   
Sunrise Bible Study/Creed—Parlor …….….6:30 a.m. 
NA Home Group—Stafford Room …….….11:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday 
Worship—Chapel …………………………...6:00 p.m. 
 

Lent 1 
Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10   
1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15  
 

Worship—Nave …..….…...............................7:45 a.m. 
Kyrie Bells—Balcony ………………………8:30 a.m. 
Christian Formation Hour ……………….…..9:00 a.m. 
Worship—Nave ..…………………..……....10:30 a.m. 
Matu—Chapel ……………………………....1:00 p.m. 
NA Home Group—Fellowship Hall ………...7:00 p.m. 
 

Monday  
Staff Meeting—Office ……………………..10:00 a.m. 
Ron Coyle Art Sale—Lanc. Galleries ………4:00 p.m. 
Dramability—Auditorium …………….…….5:00 p.m. 
Gloria Bella—Balcony …………..………….6:30 p.m. 
Council—Stafford …………………………..7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday  
Small Group/Creed—Stafford ……………..10:00 a.m. 
Lancaster Flute—Fellowship Hall ….………7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  
Community Meal—Fellowship Hall ……......5:30 p.m. 
Small Group/Creed– After School Room …..6:15 p.m. 
Sanctus Bells—Balcony …………………….6:30 p.m. 
Renovation Meeting—Library ……………..7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday    
Grace Choir—location TBA ………………..7:15 p.m. 
Band Practice—Stafford …...………….…...8:30 p.m. 

Attendance for Worship  
 

Worship  Feb. 4  19 / 33 / 118 = 170  

                 Feb. 11  14 / 27 / 103 = 144  

Sunday School   

                 Feb. 4 = 47 Feb. 11 = 89 

Like us on Facebook!   

Grace Lutheran Church 
To view monthly events go to our website 

www.gracelutheranchurch.com   

click on the calendar link at the top of the page. 

Earth Day Begins at Home 
 

There are plenty of ways you can make every day 
Earth Day. Improve your own small part of the planet 
by considering these suggestions for spring-cleaning, 
garden preparation, and home improvements. 
 

 Refurbish responsibly. Use water-based or  
       vegetable-based paints, stains, and varnishes.    
       Don't wash paint thinners, household cleaners,  
       oil, or pesticides down the drain or pour them on    
       the ground; use them up, give leftovers to friends  
       or a charity, or dispose at your local toxic waste  
       disposal center. 
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Renovation Update 

Plans for renovations and construction to upgrade our church basement and accessibility are moving into their next 
phase and we wanted to provide you with an update on the progress.  But first... 
 

Capital Campaign  Another word of thanks to all who have pledged and 
are contributing to our capital campaign.  Total pledges and gifts to the cam-
paign are now over $735,000, with over $331,000 already given.  This generous 
giving has allowed us to proceed with all of the preliminary architectural work 
without the services of any lending institutions.  If you have not yet made a 
pledge or gift to the campaign, please prayerfully consider doing so.  This pro-
ject is a significant step for our congregation and every gift of every size helps!   
 

Regular Giving  It bears mentioning that our regular giving has kept the foundation of our annual ministry 
strong throughout the year.  The December 2017 Treasurer’s report has just been completed —Thank you, Jane 
Sheckard, for producing these accurate reports month by month!  With a total Income of $511,974 and total Ex-
penses of $508,821 our General Fund ended the year with a small surplus of $3,153.  This is especially notable as 
we soon complete the first year of the Capital Campaign, since such campaigns sometimes diminish regular giving.  
Thanks again for keeping up your regular offerings so that our ministries continue to grow, serving God’s people, 
our congregation and our neighbors both near and far. 
 

Renovations and Construction  Our Renovation Team, chaired by Jan Mandros, has just received a first 
draft of a scope of work with beautiful design drawings that will soon be shared with the congregation.  This scope 
of work is based on: 

 Our own initial ideas for the project, which were then 

 Considered with the architects’ suggestions and options for how best to achieve those goals, followed up by  

 Extensive interviews with a number of different groups from the congregation who use these different areas 
for ministry tasks and activities: our Sunday School teachers for the new classrooms, our musical directors and 
groups for the balcony, our Property Team for the elevator and addition, our Boards of Worship and Ministries 
for the Auditorium and impacts on the nave.   

 
Marotta/Main Architects then integrated all of this feedback into the design drawings and scope of work presented 
to the team last week. 
 
Next, the Renovations Team will meet on Feb. 21 to receive an additional presentation from the Audio/Visual Firm 
providing estimates for upgrades and new systems, and to complete the task of prioritizing the various parts of the 
project.  The Team’s goal is to bring the estimated costs into line with our Finance Team’s recommendation on the 
limit of debt we can take on in addition to the funds raised by the Capital Campaign.  The Finance Team is current-
ly in the process of shopping for loans, and will obtain proposals from at least three different banks, which will 
help to answer these questions about debt service. 
 
Over the next four months, the architects will translate these design drawings into final construction drawings to be  
released for bidding by contractors.  Our timeline currently calls for these drawings to be ready by early June. 



Sunday February 18, 2018 
 

We begin our Lenten study “Creed” at 9:00 a.m. in the Auditorium - ”What Christians Believe and 
Why”.  This is a video/book 6-session study exploring the Apostle’s Creed by Adam Hamilton.   
 

In this study, Pr. Hamilton considers important questions of life, reality, and truth.  He explores not 
only what Christians believe, but also why they believe it and why it matters. 
 

This class will also be offered starting on Tuesdays (Feb. 20) at 10:00 a.m. in Stafford / Wednesday (Feb. 21) at 
6:15 p.m. in the after school room / Friday (Feb. 16) at 6:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 

Lenten Study - Creed by Adam Hamilton 

  

Deepening our connection  

to God and one another through  

fellowship, scripture, song, and silence.  
 

Join Grace Lutheran Church as we journey through Lent!  
 
 

What: A Spiritual Retreat led by the Rev. Dale Selover Froelke.  Pastor Froelke will help us explore spiritual  
           practices that will guide us on our journey through Lent as well as our journey through life.  
 

When: Saturday, March 3, 2018  
 

Time: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

Where: The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,  
             750 Greenfield Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601  
 

Cost: $25.00 suggested donation (includes breakfast and lunch)  
 

Pastor Selover Froelke currently serves as a Spiritual Director in the New Jersey Synod and at Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary and for the past sixteen years served as a retreat leader for congregational groups, councils, families, 
and Christian Education teams.  She is currently a member of the Program Committee and a retreat leader for 
Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center, an ecumenical ministry of the New Jersey Synod and the Episcopal  
Diocese of Newark, New Jersey. Pastor Froelke also serves on the Program Committee and as Vice-Chairperson of 
the Board of Directors for Oasis Ministries for Spiritual Development in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.  
 

We hope that many of you will join us on this peaceful Lenten journey. Please contact Kathryn Verkouw by  
February 23, 2018 to register at 717-397-2748, Grace Church office.  

Ron Coyle Memorial Art Show and Sale! 

Monday, February 19, 2018  

Lancaster Galleries, 34 N. Water St, Lancaster, PA 17603  

from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Grace member and Asst. Sexton Ron Coyle, who died this past September, left this life with very 
few assets to his name save his collection of more than 100 paintings by local artists.  A few of 
the paintings are donated to Millersville University in accordance with Ron’s wishes, but the 
remainder will be sold to meet his final expenses.  Please come and view this interesting collec-
tion, and if you are moved, make a donation and take home a painting in Ron’s memory. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers For healing from illness or surgery this week:   
Dolores Byers, Barbara Elder, Lucie Hellberg, Flo Koenig, Jan Lutz, Chris Payonk, Ann Ross, Cass Schnader,  
Lorraine Steele 

Grace folks who have asked for our continued prayers: Gloria Ashby, Bonnie Beecher, 
Mary Bitts, John & Dolores Byers, Rose Fasig, Ruth Galebach, Jennie Hanna, George & Judy Hansalik, Ellen 
Hines, Krisi Johnson, Flo Koenig, Pat Long, Tom Miller, Jeremy Morant, Jim Morant, Mike Ober, Myrna Pierson, 
Ries, Jean Schaum, Dave Schober, Corey Smith, Jay Smoker, Mike Snyder, Harvey Stewart, Pat Stewart, Emma 
Stumpf, Peter & Suzanne Verkouw, Carolyn Wenger, Janet Wood 

Parish News ... 

THANK YOU for your purchases of shopping cards!  
Grocery cards are available every Sunday morning or by calling …  

Duane and Kitty Weiss at (717) 464-2536. 

Grocery Card Ministry 

February 18, 2018 (1st Sunday in Lent, Year B) 
 

Psalm 25:4-5 – Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 
 

  As steward-disciples of God, how do we keep our lives focused and on track? Only with God’s 

  help. Daily we pray for the Almighty to teach us, guide us, lead us, correct us.  

  How do you “wait” for God? 

Stewardship Snippet 

Support Grace Youth attending ELCA YOUTH GATHERING - 2018 

     Isaacs Gift Cards $10.00 each! 
      Flocks - $20.00 

The Deborah/Elizabeth Circle will gather on Tuesday, February 20th at 10:30 AM in the Round in the  
Muhlenberg Building at Luther Acres. We will be continuing the Bible study “Multiple Meanings”.   
 

This session, entitled “Prepare the Way of the Lord”, will focus on Luke 3: 3–17.   At about 11:30 we will con-
clude with lunch together.  We would love to have you join us for conversation and study.   
 

For further information, please contact Joyce Saeger or Carol Main.   

Deborah/Elizabeth Circle Meeting February 20th at Luther Acres 


