
Acts 4:32-37 
32 And the multitude having believed were [in] one heart and soul and not one claimed anything which 

they possessed but to them all things were in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving 

[their] testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus [and] then abundant grace was upon them all. 

 34 For not even anyone among them was in need. For as many [of them] [were] landowners or house 

owners were selling, were bringing the proceeds of what is sold 35and they were laying them at the feet 

apostles. Then distribution was made to each just as anyone had need. 36Now Joseph having been called 

Barnabas by the apostles, which is translated [as] Son of Encouragement, a Levite, a Cypriot at [his] birth 
37owns a field [and] having sold it brought the money and laid [it] at the feet of the apostles. a 

Acts 5:1-11 

38Now a certain man named Ananias with his wife Sapphira, sold a property2 and he kept back [some 

money] from the proceeds, his wife was also aware of it, and having brought a certain portion [of the 

proceeds] he laid it at the feed of the apostles.3 However, Peter said to Ananias, “Why has Satan filled 

your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back proceeds of the land.4 Remaining [unsold] did it not 

[belong] to you? And it was in your own authority having been sold. Why did you propose this deed in 

your heart? You have not lied to men but to God?5 Now Ananias hearing these words having fallen 

down, breathed his last. And great fear came upon all those hearing [this]. 6Then the younger men 

having arisen covered him up and having carried [him] out, buried [him]. 7Now it came to pass about 

three hours after, and his wife not knowing thatb having come to pass, came in, 8then Peter replied to 

her, “Tell me if you sold the land for so much?” And she said, “Yes, for so much.9 But Peter said to her, 

“Why is that you have agreed together to test the Lord’s spirit? Behold, the feet of those having buried 

your husband [are] at the door and they will carry you out. 10Then she fell down immediately at his feet 

and breathed her last. Then the young [men] having come in found her dead and having carried her out, 

they buried her by her husband. 11And a great fear came upon all the assembly upon all those hearing 

these things.  

5:12-26 

12By now signs and wonders were happening among the people at the hands of the apostles. And they 

were all in the Portico of Solomon and in one accord.13Now of the rest no one dared to join them, but 

[they] were magnifying them [to the] people.14 Now  more [who were] believing in the Lord were added, 

multitudes of both men and women. 15And therefore they brought the sick into the streets and put 

them on cots and mats, [so] that at the coming of Peter his shadow might envelope some of them.c  
16 Now also the crowd from the cities surrounding Jerusalem were coming together, bringing the sick 

and [those] tormented by unclean spirits, who were all healed.d 17 However, the high priest having risen 

up and all those with him being from the house of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 And they 

laid [their] hands on the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 However, during the night a 

 
a This is an example of what one community did. There were plenty of communities that were not keeping this 
practice. Although, there is something to be said about taking care of all of the needs of your community.  
b She did not know what happened between her husband and Peter nor did she know her husband was dead and 
buried. 
c I’d argue that the people didn’t understand that the power came from the Holy Spirit and not from Peter.  
d They weren’t healed because they were covered in Peter’s shadow. They were healed by the Holy Spirt acting 
through Peter.  



messengere of the Lord having opened the doors of the prison then having brought them out said, 20“Go, 

and having stood in the temple speak to the people the words of this life.21 Now having heard this, at 

dawn they entered into the temple and were teaching. Now the high priest and those with him having 

come, they called together the council even all the Senate of the Sons of Israelf and sent [men] to the 

prison to bring them.22 And having come [to the prison] they did not find them in the prison. Then 

having returned they reported back 23 saying, “We found the prison shut with all [the] security and the 

guards standing before the doors, however, we found no one inside.24 Now when they heard these 

words both the captain of the temple and the chief priests were perplexed [it was] concerning [to] them 

what this might be.25 Then a certain one having come reported to them, “Behold!” The men whom you 

put in prison are in the temple standing and teaching the people.26 Then having gone, the captain with 

the officers was bringing them [Peter and John] [but] not with force for they were afraid [of] the people, 

lest they might be stoned.  

Acts 5:27-41 

27 Then having brought them [Peter and John], the set them in the council and the high priest asked 

them,28 saying, “We commanded you by a charge not to teach in this name. And behold you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend to bring the blood of this man upon us.29 However, Pater 

and the apostles answering said, “It is necessary to obey God rather than men.30 The God of our Fathers 

raised up Jesus, whom you killed having hanged him on a tree.31He [is] exalted [as[ Prince and Savior [at] 

the right hand of God to give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.32And we are witnesses to 

these things and also the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those obeying him.”33 And having heard 

[these things] they were cut [to their hearts] and were desiring to put them to death.34 However, a 

certain [man] in the council, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law honored by all the people 

commanded [them] to put the men outside for a short while.35He said to them, Men, Israelites, take 

heed to yourselves [for] what you are about to do with the men.36For before these days Theudas rose 

up, affirming to be somebody himself, to whom men about four hundred [in] number were joined, who 

was put to death and as many as all [who] were persuaded, were dispersed and it came to nothing. 
37 After this man rose up, Judas the Galileang [rose up] in the days of the registration and drew away 

people after him. And he perished, and as many as all [who] were persuaded by him, were scattered. 
38 And now I say to you, “Withdraw form these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this work is 

from men it will be overthrown.39However, if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them, 

that at that time you would not also be found fighting against God.40Now they were persuaded by him 

and having called the apostles in, having beaten them, they commanded [them] not to speak the name 

of Jesus, and released them.41 Therefore, they indeed departed from [the] presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they had been counted worthy to suffer dishonorh for the Name [Jesus].42 Then every day, 

in the temple and in [their] house they did not cease teaching and proclaiming the good news that [is] 

Jesus the Christ. 

 
e The Greek word ἄγγελος (aggelos) translates into messenger in Classical Greek texts. In Greek mythology Hermes 
is an aggelos of the gods. Christians added the idea of the messengers being the divine beings known as angels.  
f The Sanhedrin 
g Not to be confused with Judas the disciple  
h In an honor/shame culture being called in front of the council was not a good thing. However, the disciples take it 
as an honor to be called before the council for proclaiming Jesus and performing miracles.  



Acts 6  

1Now in these days, [as] the disciples are multiplying, there arose a grumbling [of the] Hellenistsi against 

the Hebrewsj, because they were overlooked in the daily distribution [to] their [the community] widows. 
2 Then the twelve having called near the multitude of the disciples they said, “It is not desirable [for] us 

having neglected the word of God, to attend tables.k 3Therefore, brothers, [select] out from yourselves 

seven men being well attested, full of the Spirit and wisdom, who we will appoint over this task.4 Now 

we will steadfastly continue in prayer and the ministry of the word.”5 And the statement was pleasing 

before all the multitude; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip and 

Prochorus and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a convert of Antioch6whom they set 

before the apostles, and having prayed they laid hands on them.7And the word of God continued to 

increase and the number of disciples in Jerusalem was exceedingly multiplied. Then a great multitude of 

the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. 8Now Stephen full [of] grace and power, was 

performing great wonders and signs among the people.9However, there arose certain of those [men] 

from the synagogue called Freedmenl, including Cyrenians and Alexandrians and those from Cilicia and 

Asia, disputing with Stephen.10And they were not able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by whom 

he was speaking.11 Then they instigated the men saying, “We have heard him speaking blasphemous 

words against Moses and God.12Then they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and 

having come upon [Stephen], they seized him and brought [him] to the council.13They also sent false 

witnesses saying, “This man does not stop speaking words against [this] holy place and the law.14 For we 

have heard him saying, ‘That this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs 

that Moses delivered to us.’”15And all those sitting in the council, having looked on him, saw his face as 

the face of an angel. 

Acts 7-8:1a 

1Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?”2 And he [Stephen] began to speak, “Men, brothers, 

and fathers, listen! The God of Glory appeared to our Father Abraham being in Mesopotamia, rather 

[than] before dwelling in Haran.3And he [God] said to him [Abraham], ‘Go out from your country and 

your kindred, and come into the land which I will show to you.’m 4 Then having gone out from the land of 

Chaldeans, he dwelt in Haran. After his father died, he removed him from there into this land, in which 

you now dwell.5And he [God] did not give him an inheritance in it, not even the length of a foot. But he 

[God] promised to give it to him for a possession and to his descendants after him, there not being a 

child to him.n 6 Thus God spoke, ‘However that his seed will be a sojourner in a strange land, and they 

will enslave it [his seed] and will mistreat it [for] 400 years.7But I will judge the nation to which they will 

be in bondage’ God said ‘and after these things they will serve me in this place.o 8 And he gave the 

covenant of circumcision to him. And thus he begat Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day, and 

Isaac Jacob, and Jacob the twelve patriarchs.p 9And the patriarchs, having envied Joseph, sold [him] into 

 
i Greek speaking Jews 
j Aramaic speaking Jews 
k Feed the hungry 
l The synagogue where freed slaves worshiped 
m Genesis 12:1 
nn Genesis 12:7,13:15,17:8,48:4 
o Genesis 15:13-14, Exodus 12:40 
p Genesis 17:10-13 



Egypt, but God was with him.q 10And he rescued him out of all his tribulations, and gave him favor and 

wisdom before Pharaoh, King of Egypt. And he [Pharaoh] appointed him ruler over Egypt and over all of 

his house.11 And then a famine came upon all of Egypt and Canaan, [a] great affliction, and our fathers 

were not finding sustenance. 12Now Jacob having heard [that] there is grain in Egypt, sent forth our 

fathers first.13And one the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers and the family of Joseph 

became know to Pharaoh.14 Then Joseph having sent [word], called for his father Jacob and all [his] 

kindred, in all seventy-five souls.15And Jacob went down into Egypt and he died, and our fathers [died], 
16And they were carried over into Schechem and were placed in the tomb which Abraham had bought 

from the sons of Schechem for a sum of silver.r 17Now as the time of the promise that God had made to 

Abraham was drawing near, [and] the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18that until there arose 

another king over Egypt who [did] not know Joseph.19He, having dealt treacherously with our race, he 

mistreated our fathers, making them abandon their infants [so that] they would not live.s 20In that time 

Moses was born, and he was beautiful to God, [Moses] was brought up in his father’s house [for] three 

months.21 Then he having been put out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up and brought him up [as] a son 

for herself.22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. Now he was mighty in his 

words and deeds.t 23 Then when a period of forty years was fulfilled to him, it came into his mid to visit 

his brothers, the Sons of Israel.24 And having seen a certain one being wronged he defended him and did 

vengeance for the [one] being oppressed, having struck down the Egyptian.25 Now he was supposing to 

understand his brothers that by God’s hand is giving them salvation, but they[did] not understand.26 And 

on the following day he appeared to those who were quarreling and urged peace to them having said, 

‘Men you are brothers, so why[do] you wrong one another?’27 However, the one mistreating the 

neighbor pushed him away having said, ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge over us?28 [Do] you not 

desire to kill me, the same way you put the Egyptian to death yesterday?’29 Then Moses fled at this 

remark and became exiled to [the] land of Midian, where he begat two sons.u 30And forty years having 

past, an angel appeared to him in a flame of fire of a bush in the wilderness of Mount Sinai.31And Moses, 

having seen it marveled at the vision. Then Moses coming near [it] to behold [it], there was the voice of 

the Lord:32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Jacob.’ Then having become 

terrified Moses dared not to look.33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take the sandals off your feet for the 

place on which you stand is holy ground.34 Having seen, I sawv the oppression of my people in Egypt and 

I have heard their groans and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to 

Egypt.’w 35 [It was] this Moses whom they rejected having said, ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge?’ 

Whom God sent as ruler and redeemer by [the] hand of the angel having appeared to him in the bushx 
36led this one out [to] them, having done wonders and signs in [the] land of Egypt and in [the] Red Sea 

and in the wilderness [for] forty years.37This is the Moses, having said to the Sons of Israel, ‘God will 

raise up a prophet for you our from your brothers, like me.’38 This is the one having been in the 

congregation in the wilderness with the angle speaking to him in Mount Sinai and our fathers, who 

 
q Genesis 37 
r v.10-16 Genesis 39-50 
s v. 17-19 Exodus 1-2 
t v. 20-22 Exodus 2:1-10 
u v. 23-29 Exodus 2:11-22 
v The emphatic in the Greek doesn’t translate well into English. The point is that God truly saw the oppression of 
his people 
w v. 30-34 Exodus 3:1-10 
x Exodus 2:14 



received living oraclesy to give us. 39 To whom our fathers were not willing to be obedient but thrust 

away and turned their hearts back to Egypt.40 [And] having said to Aaron, ‘Make us Gods who will go 

before us. As for this Moses who brought us out of from [the] land of Egypt, we know not what 

happened to him. z 41And in those days they made a calf and offered a sacrifice to the idol, and they 

were rejoicing in the works of their hands.42However, God turned away and delivered them to worship 

the host of heaven, as it has been written in the Book of the Prophets,aa ‘Did you not offer to me slain 

beasts and sacrifices for forty years in the wilderness, O House of Israel? 43And you took up the 

tabernacle of Moloch and the star of your god, Rephan,bb [and] the images that you made to worship, 

and I will remove you beyond Babylon.’cc 44 The tabernacle of the testimony was with our fathers in the 

wilderness, just as the [one] [God] speaking to Moses had commanded, to make it according to the 

pattern he had seen.45 Which our fathers also brought, having received by succession, with Joshua in the 

taking possession of the nations whom God drove out from the face of our fathers until the days of 

Daviddd, 46 who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.ee  
47 However, Solomon built him [the house]ff. 48 Yet, the most high does not dwell in hand made [houses] 

As the prophet says, 49 ‘Heaven is my throne and the earth a footstool of my feet. What kind of house 

will you build me?’ says the Lord ‘or is this the place of my rest? 50Has not my hand made all these 

things?’gg 51 [You are] stiff necked and uncircumcised in [your] heart and ears, you always resist the 

Spirit, as also your fathers [did].52 Which of your fathers did not persecute the prophets? And they killed 

those having foretold about the coming of the Righteous one, of whom you betrayers and murders have 

become,53 who received the law by [the] ordination of angels, and you have not kept [the law].”54Now 

hearing these things they were cut in their hearts and began gnashing [their] teeth at him.55However, he 

[Stephen] being full of the Holy Spirit, having looked intently into heaven, saw the Glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God.56 And he [Stephen] said, “Behold, I see the heavens having been 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”57 They all held their ears, and then 

having cried out in a loud voice, they rushed with one accord toward him.58And having cast him out of 

the city, they began to stone [Stephen]. And the witnesses laid aside their garments at the feet of a 

young man named Saul.59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he was calling out and saying, “Lord Jesus 

receive my spirit.”hh 60 Then having fallen on his knees, he cried in a loud voice, “Lord do not place this 

sin to them.” And having said this he fell asleep.ii 8 1a Now Saul was there consenting to the killing of him. 

Acts 8:1b-24 

1bThen on that day a great persecution arose against the church which [was] in Jerusalem. And then 

[they] were scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except [for] the apostles.2Now [the] 

devout men buried Stephen and made [a] great lamentation over him.3However, Saul was destroying 

 
y law 
z Exodus 32:1 
aa In the Hebrew Scriptures the minor prophets Hosea-Malachi are one book. 
bb Saturn 
cc Amos 5:25-27 
dd Joshua 3:7-4:18 
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ff I Kings 6 
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the church. Entering house after [houses], then dragging off men and women [and] he was delivering 

[them] to prison. 4Therefore indeed those having been scattered went about preaching the word.5 Now 

Philip having gone down to [a] city of Samaria was proclaiming the Christ to them.6 Now with one accord 

the crowds were giving heed to the things being spoken by Philip, and hear and seeing them, the signs 

and wonders her was performing.7 For many of those having unclean spirits, crying in a loud voice were 

coming out [of them] now, many having been paralyzed and lame were healed.8 Then there was great 

joy in that city.9 Now a certain man named Simon had formerly been in the city practicing sorcery and 

amazing the people of Samaria, declaring himself to be someone great.10 To whom all were giving heed, 

from small to great, saying, “This one [man] is the power of God that [is] called Great.”11Now they were 

giving heed to him, because [for a] long time he had amazed them with the magic arts.12Hoever, when 

they believed Philip, proclaiming the good news concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.13 And Simon himself also believed, and having  been 

baptized was steadfastly continuing with Philip. Then beholding great signs and miracles being 

performed he was amazed.14Now the apostles in Jerusalem having heard that Samaria had received the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,15 who having come down prayed for them that they 

might receive the Holy Spirt.16For the [Holy Spirit] had not yet fallen upon any of them. However, they 

had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.17Then they [Peter] and John began laying hands 

upon them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18Now Simon having seen that the Spirit was given 

through the laying on of hands of the apostles, offered them money19 saying, “Also give to me this 

authority, that if I may lay my hands on someone, he may receive [the] Holy Spirit.”20 However, Peter 

said to him, “May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought the gift of God [could] be 

obtained by money. 21You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for you heart is not right before 

God.22 Therefore, repent of your wickedness and earnestly pray to the Lord, indeed if [possible] the 

intent of your heart will be forgiven. 23For I see you being in [the] gall of bitterness and [the] bond of 

iniquity.”24 Now Simon answering said, “[Will] you pray earnestly to the Lord on my behalf, so that 

nothing of which you have spoken may come upon me?” 


