
Week 2 (April 20-26 ) 

 Acts 4:32-8:1a 

Daily Breakdown of the Readings 

Monday Acts 4:32-37 

Tuesday Acts 5:1-11 

Wednesday Acts 5:12-26 

Thursday  Acts 5:27-42 

Friday Acts 6 

Saturday Acts 7:8:1a 

Sunday Acts 8:1b-24 

Key Passages 
 

Acts 4:34 

Acts  5:29-32 

Acts 6:7 

Acts 7:60 

Some Old Testament References  

Acts 7:3 (Genesis 12:1) 

Acts 7:9 (Genesis 37) 

Acts  7:17-19 (Exodus 1-2) 

Acts  7:37 (Deuteronomy  18:18) 

Acts 7:42-43 (Amos 5:25-27) 
 

*For more references see my Greek  

translation 

Notes 

• The community described in our reading for this week is just one example of a community in the early 

church. Christianity is not recognized as a separate religion in the Book of Acts. Everyone involved is a 

practicing Jew.  

• When reading about persecution in the Acts, we need to remember that persecution was localized. As 

we see in Acts, the persecution comes directly from the community (Stephen was stoned by Jews that 

disagreed with him) and from local officials as was the case of the Saul entering homes and removing 

residents. It wasn’t until 250CE (generations after Acts was written) that there was an empire wide             

persecution of Christians. 

• Stephen is quoting from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures when he gives 

his speech. As you read you can see discrepancies between the account of Abraham and Moses in the 

Hebrew texts and in Stephens account. Please see the foot notes in my translation for references to 

the Hebrew scriptures. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+4%3A32-37&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+5%3A12-26&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+5%3A27-42&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+7-8%3A1a&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+8%3A1-24&version=NRSV


Questions 

1. Watch the video for this week. What do you think happened to Ananias and Sapphira? 

2. Take some time to write down (or just think about) what you know about Christian persecution. Where 

did you learn your information? Church? School? Other place/source? 

3. Why do you think Stephen quoted so much scripture in his speech?  

4. Where do you see boldness in this week’s readings? 

5. Our faith community isn’t structured the same way as the community in Acts. How do we as individuals 

and as a community make sure that the needs of our community are being met? If we aren’t doing this 

well, what can we do better?  

6. Think about our Lutheran context, how do we boldly proclaim what God has done through Jesus?  

 


