
Week 4 (May 4-10) 

 Acts 13:13-17:34 

Daily Breakdown of the Readings 

Monday Acts 13:13-43 

Tuesday  Acts 13:44-52 

Wednesday Acts 14 

Thursday  Acts 15:1-35 

Friday Acts 15:36-16:24 

Saturday Acts 16:25-17:15 

Sunday Acts 17:16-34 

Key Passages 

Acts 13:26 

Acts 13:38-39 

Acts 15:11 

Acts 17:28 

Some Old Testament References  

Acts 13:18 (Deut. 1:31) 

Acts 13:22 (Psalm 89:20, I Sam. 13:14) 

Acts 13:41 (Habakkuk 1:5) 

Acts 13:47 (Isaiah 49:6) 

*for more references see Angie’s Greek 

Translation 

Notes 

• As you read remember the wider context of the Greco-Roman world in which the apostles lived and in 

which the text is written. Religion wasn’t Judaism (later Christianity) or Atheism. The Greek/Roman 

Gods were worshiped. Eastern religions had been in existence for centuries as had Celtic practices in 

the northern most reaches of the empire. Religion was vast and varied and contrary to what some his-

torians would like us to believe, there was religious freedom. The Jews were allowed to practice their 

faith in its many sects in the Roman Empire.   

• Women had more rights in the culture than we think they did. Roman women were powerful. Yes, it 

was an andro-centric culture, but women could own businesses. See the story of Lydia in our readings 

for this week.  

• Remember that persecution was localized. All of the accounts of persecution that we have in our   

readings this week were localized. None of this persecution was ordered by the Emperor. The apostles 

angered local residents and were persecuted by the local residents.  

Questions 

1. Summarize Paul’s speeches in Acts 13:16-41 and 17:22-31 in as few words as possible. It’s a challenge, 

but see what you can come up with.  

2. When an argument arises in our faith community (think in our congregation, Synod, denomination) what sources of       

Image of Ares on a 

vase.  

Source: The  British 

Museum 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+15%3A36-16%3A24&version=NRSV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+17%3A16-34&version=NRSV


authority do we turn to? Why? 

3. What vain things can we turn away from in our own lives? As a community?  

4. When was a time in your life that you followed God’s call? How does it fit into our Lutheran understanding of call? 

5. If someone asked you what you believe what would you say? Be creative and write your own Creed.  Look to our Creeds and 

other statements (ex. The Book of Concord) for guidance.  


