
Week 6 (May 18-24) 

 Acts 21-24 

Daily Breakdown of the Readings 

Monday  Acts 21:1-14 

Tuesday  Acts 21:15-26 

Wednesday Acts 21:27-40 

Thursday  Acts 22 

Friday Acts 23:1-15 

Saturday  Acts 23:16-35 

Sunday Acts 24 

Key Passages 

Acts 21:11 

Acts 22:14-16 

Acts 23:11 

Acts 24:14-15 

Notes 

• As you read remember the wider context of the Greco-Roman world in which the apostles lived and in 

which the text is written. Religion wasn’t Judaism (later Christianity) or Atheism. The Greek/Roman 

Gods were worshiped. Eastern religions had been in existence for centuries as had Celtic practices in 

the northern most reaches of the empire. Religion was vast and varied and contrary to what some his-

torians would like us to believe, there was religious freedom. The Jews were allowed to practice their 

faith in its many sects in the Roman Empire.   

• Remember that persecution was localized. All of the accounts of persecution that we have in our   

readings this week were localized. None of this persecution was ordered by the Emperor. The apostles 

angered local residents and were persecuted by the local residents.  

• It’s easy to read and forget the context of the story. The early Christians that we read about in Acts 

lived in the Roman Empire, there was no bubble to separate them from the empire. Many of them 

spoke Greek and were either Jewish converts and/or Roman citizens.  

Questions 

1. What similarities do you see between our readings for this week and stories of Jesus and Daniel found 

elsewhere in the Bible? 

2. If you had to write the events of these week’s readings as a movie scene what would you do. Who 
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would the main characters be? What would the lighting and special effects look like?  

3. Here’s an activity for this week: Pick a passage of scripture, either one that you are familiar with or some-

thing new to you, and spend some time researching its historical context. Did knowing more about the 

historical context of the passage change your understanding?  


