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Prelude Music for the Nativity 
 
Concerto Grosso No. 8, op. 3                                                                    Francesco Manfredini 
Pastorale per il Santissimo Natale (Pastorale for Holy Christmas) 

Largo (Pastorale) - Largo – Allegro 
 

In Dulci Jubilo                                                                  German Carol, arr, by David Overton 
 

Triptych on Forest Green                        Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 
 

Christmas Proclamation 
 

+ Many ages after the creation of the world +  
+ When God in the beginning made the heavens and the earth +  
+ Long after the great flood +  
+ More than a thousand years after Moses and the Exodus of the children of         
   Israel from bondage in Egypt +  
+ About a thousand years after David was anointed King over Israel +  
+ In the sixty-fifth year according to the prophecy of Daniel +  
+ And in the seven hundred and forty-second year from the foundation of the  
   city of Rome +  
+ All the world being at peace +Jesus the Christ +  
+ Eternal God and Son of the Eternal Father +  
+ Intending to consecrate the world by his blessed and merciful coming +  
+ Being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months having passed since his  
   conception +  
+ Was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea + God made man +  
+ The birthday of our Lord and Savior + Jesus Christ + According to the flesh +  
C Alleluia! Thanks be to God.  



 
 
 
 
 

Opening Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Stanzas 1, 3 and 4 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Kyrie 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 

P The glory of the Lord has been revealed:  

C And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. Almighty God...the pastor prays, concluding… one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 
 

 

 + Word + 
 

 
Psalm 96: 1-7, 13  

 
 

1Sing to the LORD | a new song; 
sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
more to be feared | than all gods. 

5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
and the peoples | with your truth. 



 
 
 
 
 

Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
 

Gradual Carol: Angels We Have Heard on High 
Before the Gospel reading, stanza 1 
After the Gospel reading, stanza 3 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 26-38; 2:1-20   
As told by the children of Grace, with help from the Dove Learning Pod. 

 
 

Sermon                  Pastor Verkouw 

 
 

Anthem                                                                                                                     John Rutter 

 
What sweeter music can we bring 

Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King? 
Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honour to this day 
That sees December turn to May. 

 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn 
Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn 
Thus on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
 

’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 
Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 

To heaven and the underearth. 
 

We see him come, and know him ours, 
Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

 
The darling of the world is come, 

And fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart, 

 
Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do him honour; who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this revelling. 
Words Robert Herrick (1591–1674) 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 Each petition ends with “…Lord, in your mercy.”  

All respond, “Hear our prayer.” 



 
 
 
 
 

+ Meal + 
 
 

Peace 
 

P May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving and Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give out thanks and praise. 

 

P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in 
this end of the ages to save and redeem us and 
to proclaim to us your will. 
 

He is your Word, inseparable from you. 
 

Through him you created all things, 
and in him you take delight. 

 

He is your Word, sent from heaven 
to a virgin's womb. 

 

He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the 
virgin Mary. 

 

It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your 
will and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who 
trust you. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely 
accepted, in order to destroy death, to 
break the bonds of the evil one, to crush 
hell underfoot, to give light to the 
righteous, to establish his covenant, and 
to show forth the resurrection, taking 
bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This is my blood poured out for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we lift this bread and cup before you, 
giving you thanks that you have made us 
worthy to stand before you and to serve you 
as your priestly people. 
 

And we pray: send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who 
share this bread and wine; fill us with your 
Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through 
your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church both now and forever. 
C Amen. 

                                                                                           



 
 
 
 
 

Lamb of God 
 

 
 
 
Communion Music  
In the Bleak Midwinter                                     Holst, arr. Brendan McBrien 
 
 
Candle Lighting 
 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light!  
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not     
    overcome it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Carol: Silent Night 
 

 

 
Benediction 
 

P May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you  
peace this Christmas; and may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son + , and  
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
C Amen.  



 
 
 
 
 

Closing Carol: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Stanzas 1 and 3  

 

 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

A Let us go in the peace of Christ’s birth, to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God!  

 



 
 
 
 
 

Postlude                                         Antioch                                     Charles W. Ore  
 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve Musicians 
Violin 
Kayla Frantz 
Naomi Main 
Sally Woodman 
 
Viola 
Criston Chon 
Matthew Lamb 

 

Cello 
Crystal Jordan 
Alex Markley 
 
Bass 
Isaac Meyer 
 
Flute 
Jenny Fritsch 

 
Singers 

Jenny Fritsch 
Meghan Kelly 

                        Naomi Main 

Tama McConnell 
                     Keith Miller 
                     Kath Verkouw 

 
 

“What Sweeter” Musicians 
Vox Philia and Berks Sinfonietta 

Grace Lutheran Senior Choir 
Immanuel UCC Senior Choir – Stephen Longenecker, Minister of Music 

Dr. David A. McConnell, conductor 
 


